oe 
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wool. 9. 


The Athenian Mercury 


$umb. 2 3. 


Guctoar, February 28. 1693 
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Queft. 1. 


He Gazette gives us 4 very terrible Re- 
lation of the late Earthquakes in Sicily, 
which every body fuppoles to be the effect 

of the razing of Mount “Rena: Pray what account can you 

give of that Mountain ? 

* Aniw, Some of the moft prebable Caufes of Earth- 

quakes we have given in our former Mercuries. As 

to this Mountain Afrea, it has made feveral Eruptions: 

"Tis faid, chat when it firft barft out, it aftonifhed the 

World, by raifing a Pillar of Smoke and Fire, which 

caft out Sciarri or Cinders night and day with 

horrid roarings. It ob{cured the Sun and Stars, into. 
much that the People thereabout thought the Prophefie 
of Foel, and that of St. Marthew, viz. There fhall be figns 
in Sun and Moon, were accomplithed, and that the end 
of the World drew near. Pliny, (as its related ) to 
be better irformed, perifhed by his Curiofity in draw- 
ing nigh to infpeét ic. This Mountain rifes from the 
very Sea-fhore, the fhorteft paflage to its top is rec- 
koned 20 miles, tho’ from Catania it is about 30 miles, 
it makes a fair profpeat co the Paflengers at Sea to the 

Eaftward. The old mouth of this Mounvain raged 2 

or three months together, with Concuffions of the 
Farth eighteen cays, when at laft it fusk. down into its 

own bowels, but the rith. of March, 1669. two hours 
before nighe it burft out about 20 miles beneath the old 
mouth,1o miles from Catania. The {tream was thought to 
be liquified Minerals and Metallic Matters, boyling, which 
gufbed torth like Water from the head of fome great 

River, {preading it felf into feveral Streams or Chan- 

nels, its Motion was direét, burning up whatever was 

Combutftible in its way ; but if Bank, Wall, or Build- 

ing ftop'd it, then it fwell’d up till ic etther forced the 

Building down, or role fo high, that it run over it in 

its ereaceft Violence; its motion was fo flow, that the 

Inhabitants had time co carry off whatever was of va- 

jue. At the mouth iffued Fire, Smoak ard Afhes, 

with continued noife like Thunder, or Waves of the 

Sea, which was heard a 100 miles diftance ; the Afhes, 

and Sciarri or Cinders were dilperfed as far, for the 

fires continued iffuing from the mouth 54 days, and 
the pillar of Afhes and Smoak that atcended in a ftreight 
body out of the Vorago, or mouth, exceeded twice 
the bienels of Pauls Steeple, that neither Sun nor Moon 
noc Stars were feen inal] chat time inthat part. The 
Cinder-itones were a dusky blew, the outward part of 
this buruing ftream was foon cold, and crufted, and 
in its utmoft fury did bear people upon it, tho’ the 
melted matter ftreamed under, whichran a miles length 
into the Sea, and as much in Front, from the begin- 
ning to the end, not much unlike the River of Thames in 

a great Froft at the top of the Ice, lying much after fuch 

a rugged manner. Three quarters of the City Catania, 

and the whole Countrey, trom the Walls of this City 

to 20 iniles this fide, are full of this Sctarrt, which be- 
come mollified by time, and the ground very fertile. 

The major part of this Relation was fent by feveral in- 

quifitive Merchants to the Royal Society. 


Duct. 2. Divers Perfons 1n the County of Kent being 
accuted for Praétiling Witchcraft, were examined by a 
Jultice of Peace, from whom I had a Copy of their Ex- 
aminations and Confeffions. 

T ns llof D— ton, Widdow, being 
Examined Fune the 29th. 1692. did Contets that fhe had 
made a Covenant with the Devil in Writing, and fign- 
ed ic with her Blood which dropt from her Nofe: chat 
fhe had tour Imps, whom fhe called by the Names of 
Vene, Harry, George and William ; three of them were 
black, and about the bignefs of Mice, they fuckt her 
every third Night; but Villsam was like a little black 
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Man, he talkt to her, and had Carnal Copulation with 
her tvvice ; that by the help of thefe the did Mifchief 
to Beafts and Men, of which fhe gave divers Inftan- 
ces. 

She Confefs'd the fame to many, and to the Minifter 
of the Parith, defiring him to Pray for her, and de- 
claring that fhe was forry for what the had done: She 
went on Confeffing to the laft : But five days before the 
Affizes fhe was found dead by her Bed-fide ina ftrange 
Pofture. 

Anether did upon Examination Confefs that fhe had 
Imps from an Old Man and his Wife, vvhen fhe vvas a- 
bout Eighteen Years of Age, of vvhich the told a very 
exact Story; that by thefe fhe had done hurt, par- 
ticularly about five Weeks ago, fhe and another ot her 
Companions vvent by Night in the thape of tvvo Cats, 
into the Chamber of one whom fhe named, through a 
Hole in the Windovv, and finding him in Bed upon his 
Back, vvith his Mouth open, they poured black S-uff 
vvhich they carried vvith chem into his Mouth, and 
vvithin a little time after he dyed: A Geatlevvoman 
then prefent, told me, fhe fpake thus to her, /Voman, 
you do Confefs impoffile things, as that you can turn your 
felves into Cats, and go tirough the Hole of a VVindow, it 
cannot be ; to vvhich fhe Confidently replyed, We can 
do it, and have done it. 

A third Woman did Confefs that fhe had been a 
Witch upvwvards of Fifty Years, that the had tvwvo little 
things like Mice that fuckt her, but fhe never hurt any 
Body, except only one Child. 

When the two latter came upon their Tryal, they 
denyed all that they had fpoken, and there being no 
other material Evidence againft them but their ovvn 
Cozfeffions, were acquitted. 

It was likewife declared at the fame time upon Oath, 
that fome fufpected Perfons having voluntarily offered 
themfelves to be Sworn, to clear themfelves of the 
Scandal] of Witchcraft : They were flung bound into the 
Water three times apiece, but could not fink, though 
they lay a confiderable while upon the Water : One of 
thefe (a young Man ) faid, it he were unbound, then he 
was {ure he fhould fink ; they loofed him, "nd flung 
him in again, but he fwam higher than before, even 
like a blovvn Bladder, and rolled upon the Water as if 
it had been down a dry Bank. 

I am likewife Credibly Informed, that to make an 
Experiment, they hired a Fellow then prefent for 5 5. 
to be flung in bound after the fame manner, who funk 
prefently to the bottom, and before they could get him 
afhoar, had taken a great deal of Water into his 
Belly. 

Gentlemen, 

Thefe things are disbcliev'd and ridiculed, not only by our 
young Pretenders to Wit, but by Perfons of greater Senfe 
and Scbricty. U defire your Fudgment upen thefe three Que- 
flions : 

1. U5 it likely that all thefe fhould be the Effect of Dotage, 
Melancholy, or a difturbed Imagination ? 

2. If they be realiries, what Philofophical Accouut can 
be given of them ? particntarly the fucking of Imps, their 
turning themfelves into Cats, and net being able to fink ? 

3. Is it Lawfull 10 attempt the Difcovery of Witches Ly 
Swimming, and how far is it an Evidence againft them ? 

An{w. 1. Tothe firft We Anfvver, that ’tis pot for 
us to give our Judgment againft that of the Court, who 
were very likely co have a more particular Account of 
every thing relating to the Tryals than we can now 
poly have, and if they faw no realon to Condemn 
the Accufed, We fee none, under lefler Advantages, and 
believe there might be Mejancholly, Dotage, cz. in the 
Cale, tho’ weare not by any means fo incredulous, as 
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to Kelleve there is no fuch thiag as a Witch in Na- 
ture, who by the help of the Devil can Act marty things 
unaccountable by any Divines or Philofophers in the 
World. 
2, To the fecond, We can’t tell what. to think of 
thofe things that are call’d Imps, tho’ 'tis certain there 
“are alfo fuch, and many Witches have dy’d Confefling 
“it; ‘tis probable they are noching elfe-but Devils, buc 
“how the Devil or Sp'rits can work upon Matter, is yet 
another Myftery unknovvn to arty one in the World. 
As for Witches turning themfelves into Cats, gc. We 
can give a better account of, being affur’d from un- 
doubted Authors and Credible Witneffes that "tis all 
inpofture and Cheat, and that fuch very Perfons as 
pretend to do fuch things are in 2 fort of Swound or 
Exanimation all the while, as Experiments and Examples 
teftifie, and therefore the Devil does by fome Means or 
other fo work upon their Fancies and Imaginations, as 
make ‘em rea‘ly believe they do fuch and fuch things 5 
and as for their Gold, their Dainties, and other fup- 
posd Enjoyments, ‘tis all Fiétion and Impofition, for 
nocuichitanding cheir Prefents of Gok, Silver, @c. 
and their fuppos’d Revelling and Feafts, ‘tis evident 
tta they are always Poor, and almeft ftarv'd for Ne- 
ceiliries, : . , 
3. Such fort of Examination by Svvimming, ¢7c. 1s 
ut‘erly Unlavvful, and a Breach of the fixth Command- 
ment, and as fubjeét to Abufes and Deceits as any o- 
ther Trval in Nature ; for, fuppole the Devil by che 
Permiftion of God Almighty has fuch or fuch a Per- 
{ nunder his Power, and does by his Arts unknovvn 
to them, in fuch a Tiyal as Svvimming buoy them, 
will ir follovv therefore that they are Witches. . Nay, 
ifany Perfor, may as well buoy up himfelf in the Wa- 
tur by Natural Arts, as by certain Oyntments refift 
the Heat of the Fire, its a very weak Confequence to 
conclude him guilty of Witchcraft, becaufe a third Per- 
fon who knovvs nothing of the Mutter, cannot give a 
Reafon for it. 


Queft. 3. What is Happinefs ? 

Aniw. "Lis not what the World gorge fuppofes, 
fince ehere are fo many difappointed, and the preten- 
ces of Mankind in chis fearch, wauld, to an unconcern'd 
looker on, argue that Men are Creatures of diferent Spe- 
cies. "Twas not without good reafon that the Ingenions 
Earl of Rochefler in his Satyr againft Man, towards the 
end, concludes, that fome men differ more from others than 
others do from Bealts ; meaning, as is evident by what pre- 
cedes, that che really pious few that believe and live 
well, have not only their Pretences but Idea’s of things 
very different from that of other men, whofe Souls are 
immers'd in Sence, and loft in Body. Thole that know 
the World moft, are the beft Judges of the querulous 
Niflatisfactions, and univerfal Difappointments chat 
every one complains of, and with che myftery conti- 
nues fo, altho’ it is in every ones povver to be hap- 
py. Here is one who promifes himfelfa large 
fhare of Felicity, and purchafing fuch an Effate, ano- 
ther this Preferment, a third that Cruel one, 8c. and if 
by an unwearied induftry, or (in refpeét of us) an 
adventitious occurrence, the bufinets is accomplifht, we 
are yet either where we were, wifhing for fomething 
elfe, under the fame Impatience, or labouring under 
the too late Repentance of dilappointments: And the 
reafon is evident, for we put falfe values upon things 
at a diftence, and fix the whole of our inelinations up- 
on unproportional Objects. As no Man fmells with 
his Eyes or Ears, or trys founds with his Nofe; fo no 
Wife man will ftamp an unjuft Eftimate upon the Plea- 
fures of Senfe, and the Actions wherein his Body is 
moftly concern’d. ‘Tis the pleafures of a well intorm’d 
Mind, and the reflections of juft and vertuous Actions, 
chat givesa Title to what our Querift calls Happine/s, 
Every Creature was made for fome end, and if this 
order be inverted, fucha Creature is abus’d, or made in 
vain. Theend of man was to Know, Love and Enjoy 
his Author, and where’this Conformity holds, there en- 
fues 2 Happinefs proportionable to the meature of 
thofe, and this is what we underftand by Happine/s. 


Queft. 4. What's the meaning of that Text, Put. up thp 
Sword Peter, they that ufe the Sword fhall perith by 
the Sword ? 

Anfw. This has troubled the Commentators much ; 
perhaps it is a check to Peter, and a Prophefie, viz. 
That they, the high Priefts of the Fews, whe made ufe of 
the Roman Magiftrates Sword to cut him off, then they 
Should perifh by the Sword themfelves, which was fulfilled 
4o years after Chrift’s Death, they perifhing by the 
Romans Svvord by Titus the Emperor at the deftructi- 
on of Ferufalem. 


Queft. 5. Whether Bacon is fo fcarce 4 Commodity in 
Spain as reported ? 

An{w. At Madrid, the Metropolis of Spain, it is Cu- 
{tomary for men to cry thré the Streets before Dinner, 
Savor de Ola, Savor de Ola, or A Relifh for the Pot, A 
Relifh for the Pot ; thofe that call him, give him the va- 
lue of a Farthing, perhaps two or three, to Jet his 
piece of Bacon boil in their Por fo long to givea relith, 
which time expired, he pulls out the Bacon vvith the 
ftring, and Budgets it up again, crying Savor de Ol4 
again, vvhich may be fome Argument that Bacon may 
be {carce there. 


Anbertifements. 


To Morrow will be Publifh’d 


rie Iw Second Volume of The Pojt- Boy 
vobb’d of his Mail, or the Pacquer 
broke open.: To which are added feveral 
Iwgenious Letters lately fent to the Gentle- 
men concern’d in this Frodick, as alfo Co- 
pies of thofe Private Letters that lately 
pafs’d between with Obfervati- 
ons on each Letter. Price Bound Two Shi. 
lings and Stix Pence. 
Printed for Fohn Dunton at the Raven in 
the Poultrey. 


Ny Perfon who hatha mjad to learn Geogagraphy 

A ina fhort time, may find Propofals tor that pur- 
pole { made by the Author of Gecgraphy Ana- 
tomt3ed, or the Compleat Geographicai Gram. 
mar ] if they cal] at any of the folowing Plages 
viz. Mr. Batchellor's, at the Gibe nigh Charing- 
Crofs ; Mr. Fobn Wats, Piture-teller at the F lving-Horle 
near St. Dunftan’s Church in Fleet-frreet : Mr. 7 hennee 
Leving, Bookfeller in Field-Court in Grays-Inn 3 ir. Afore 
den’s at the Atlas in Cornbil; Mr. Cockeril’s at aa three 
Leggs inthe Poulsrey; Mr. Moxon’s atthe Atlas in Wap- 
wick-lane ; Mr. Lea’s at the Atlas in Cheapfite, and in 
Weftminfter-Hall, near the Court of Common- Pleas. 


Relation of the moft Remarkable TranfaGions of thet aft 

Campaigne, inthe Confederate Army, under the Com- 
mand of his Majefty of Great Brittain ; and after of the 
Elector of Bavaria, in the Spanifh Netherlands, Anno Dom 
1692. London, Printed for Dorman Newman at phe Kings 
Arms inthe Poultrey, 1693. sn 


o> He TRYALS of feveral WITCHES lately Execu- 

_ted in New-England, and of {everal remarka- 
ble Curiofities therein Occurring. By Cotion Afather 
Publifhed by the Special Command of the Gover- 
nour. 


er Te Fourth Edition of The New Martyrology, or 

Bloody Affizes, &c. Containing fevera] Speech- 
€5, Letters, Elegies, and New Difcoverics ( fent out ot the 
WEST ) ne’re Printed before. 


Both Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the 
P oultrey. 
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